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they are geologically part of
the range and serve as:

Windbreaks: They block
heavy dust particles from the
Thar Desert, preventing de-
sertification of the National
Capital Region (NCR).

Groundwater Recharg-
ers: The fractured rocks in
these slopes allow rainwa-
ter to seep into aquifers.

Wildlife Corridors: They
provide essential connectiv-
ity for leopards and other
fauna between protected
forests.)
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high). While they are not tall,
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(The Accepted Recom-
mendation: In its November
20, 2025 judgment, the Su-
preme Court endorsed the
MoEFCC-led committee's
proposed uniform criteria
for identifying the Aravalli
Hills and Ranges, specifi-
cally for regulating mining
activities. The key compo-
nents of the accepted defi-
nition were:

Aravalli Hill: Any landform
in the Aravalli districts having
an elevation of 100 metres
or more from the local relief
(measured from the lowest
contour line encircling the
landform). This definition in-
cluded the entire landform
within that contour, including
supporting slopes.

Aravalli Range: Two or
more Aravalli Hills located
within 500 metres of each
other, with the entire inter-
vening area included as
part of the range.

Comparison: FSI vs.
New 100-Meter Rule The 3-
degree formula has re-
cently been at the center of
a legal debate. In Novem-
ber 2025, a new definition
was proposed by a Minis-
try-led panel and initially
accepted by the Supreme
Court, though later stayed
for further review.)
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